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Positive and Negative Emotional Sensitivity among Mothers of
Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder Who Have High and
Low Levels of Social Intelligence
in Rural and Urban Areas

Abstract

The current study aimed at identifying levels of positive and
negative emotional sensitivity and social intelligence among
mothers of children with autism spectrum disorder. Differences in
positive and negative emotional sensitivity among mothers with high
and low levels of social intelligence in urban and rural areas were
also investigated. The sample comprised (228) mothers of children
with autism spectrum disorder (95 with high and 133 with low levels
of social intelligence, 107 from rural and 121 from urban areas).
Positive emotional sensitivity, negative emotional sensitivity, and
social intelligence scales (prepared by the researcher) were
administered. Results indicated that total score of positive emotional
sensitivity as well as both subscales of consideration of others'
feelings and appropriate emotional response were of low levels,
whereas the empathy subscale was moderate. Negative emotional
sensitivity (total scores - subscales) was high. Social intelligence
(total scores - subscales) was low. There were significant differences
in positive emotional sensitivity (total scores - subscales) between
mothers with high and low levels of social intelligence, in favor of
those with high levels of social intelligence. Differences between
rural and urban residents in both subscales of “Consider the feelings
of others and appropriate emotional response” as well as total score
of positive emotional sensitivity were in favor of the rural mothers
urban. However, differences in the subscale of “Empathy” were in
favor of the rural mothers. There was a significant effect of the
interaction between both variables of social intelligence and cultural
background on “Empathy” and “total score of positive emotional
sensitivity”. There were significant differences in negative
emotional sensitivity (total scores - subscales) between mothers with
high and low levels of social intelligence, in favor of those with low
levels of social intelligence. Differences between rural and urban
residents in both subscales of inappropriate appraisal of situation
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and excessive emotional response as well as total score of negative
emotional sensitivity were in favor of the rural mothers. However,
differences in the subscale of “exaggerated feeling of threat” were in
favor of the urban mothers. There was a significant effect of the
interaction between both variables of social intelligence and cultural
background on total score of negative emotional sensitivity.
Keywords: Positive and Negative Emotional Sensitivity, Social
Intelligence, Rural and Urban, Mothers of Children with Autism
Spectrum Disorder.
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