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Language impairment and English language teaching
in the early grades

Abstract:

The research aimed to discuss the importance of teaching

English in the early grades, and its impact on students’ acquisition of
the Arabic language. The descriptive approach was applied by
literature review. The content of 19 studies related to teaching
English in the early grades was analyzed. These studies are related
to the controversy surrounding the benefits and risks of teaching
English in the early stages of education, and the opinions and
arguments supporting and opposing the introduction of English in
these educational stages in public education in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia were discussed. Reviewing the educational opinions
on whether early learning of a second language helps develop
communication skills and enhances students’ future opportunities, or
whether it may negatively affect the development of their Arabic
language skills and enhance linguistic weaknesses in it.
Research shows that English integration at the primary level may
lead to challenges related to linguistic weakness in the Arabic
language, such as: a decline in linguistic skills, vocabulary, and the
cultural identity impacts. Teaching English balanced manner while
promoting the Arabic language and addressing its linguistic
weaknesses can enhance the skills of learners in the early grades.
prepares them for a more globalized world, provided that the
educational process is carried out in an integrated manner that does
not negatively affect the mother tongue. reduces and treats the
manifestations of linguistic weakness. The research concludes that it
IS necessary to provide resources, train teachers, and design
educational curricula in a way that enhances the learning of both
languages in the early grades without creating contradictions.

key words: Language impairment- Early education- Arabic
language education- Second language.
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