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Training needs of teachers of students with intellectual
disabilities in light of digital learning skills from
teachers’ perspective.

Dr. Maha Magqbul Alzaidi

Abstract:

The study aimed to identify the training needs of teachers of students with
intellectual disabilities in light of digital learning skills from their
perspective, as well as to examine the differences among the study sample
regarding training needs based on the variables of gender, training
courses, and teaching experience. To achieve the study's goal, a
descriptive survey method was used, and a questionnaire was prepared to
determine the training needs which consisting of 43 items distributed
across five domains (digital professional knowledge, lesson design, lesson
implementation, lesson evaluation, and classroom communication and
interaction). The study population consisted of all institutes and programs
for intellectual education in public schools in the Makkah region. The
study sample was composed (108) teachers of students with intellectual
disabilities. The results showed that the degree of training needs in light
of digital learning skills was high in all domains, with priority given to
the needs of "digital classroom communication and interaction," followed
by the needs for "digital lesson implementation," then "digital lesson
planning," then "digital lesson evaluation," and finally "digital
professional knowledge." In addition, the results indicated no statistically
significant differences between male and female teachers in the domains
of training needs based on the variables of gender, training courses, and
teaching experience. The study recommended designing targeted training
programs for teachers of students with intellectual disabilities in light of
digital learning skills.

Keywords: Training needs - Teachers of students with intellectual
disabilities - Digital learning skills.
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