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Abstract

The research aimed to identify the factors influencing the choice of
educational path for secondary school students in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia from the students' point of view, and the priority of those
factors. The research also aims to reach proposals to rationalize
students' choices of educational paths in secondary school from the
point of view of teachers and principals of secondary school schools.
The descriptive approach was used. The research tools were the
guestionnaire and the interview. The questionnaire sample consisted of
(274) secondary school students in the Pathways system (males) in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and the interview sample consisted of (12)
individuals from teachers and principals of secondary schools in Al-
Muzahmiyya Governorate and Dhurma Governorate in the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia.

The research reached a set of results, including: The research
sample members agreed on all the factors influencing the choice of
educational path, which are: (Special factors: the student, the family,
the school, the student advisor, the prevailing community culture, the
media, the labor market, and the peer group), and their responses
differed in the arithmetic averages, as they came in the following
order: (1-Student-specific factors, 2-Labor market-specific factors, 3-
School-specific factors, 4-Media-specific factors, 5-Student advisor-
specific factors, 6-Societal culture-specific factors, 7-Peer group-
specific factors, 8-Family-specific factors). The interview sample
members also agreed on a set of proposals that could contribute to
raising students' awareness of choosing an educational path, including:
highlighting the needs and requirements of the labor market, clarifying
the important skills for students that are desired and accepted in
available jobs, activating the role of the school, parents, and the media,
and enlightening the student about the specializations available for
employment, etc. In light of the previous results, the research
recommended adopting the proposals of the interview sample
members, in addition to recommending conducting mental ability tests,
aptitude tests, and trends for students before choosing an educational
path, and enabling the family to play its role in providing advice and
guidance to children in choosing their educational paths.

Keywords: Influencing factors, educational path, puplic secondary
education
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