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Developing a Screening Measure of Elementary School
Students’ Perception of Their Reading Efficacy: A Pilot Study

Abstract:

This study aimed to develop a screening scale to assess elementary
school students’ perceptions of their reading efficacy and to examine
its psychometric properties. The scale initially consisted of 40 items
distributed across four core dimensions: Progress in Reading,
Observational Comparison, Social Feedback, and Psychological
States. The development process took into account the academic and
developmental characteristics of students with learning disabilities.
A descriptive research design was employed, and the study sample
comprised 793 students from grades four to six in Riyadh. Among
them, 121 students had been formally diagnosed with reading -
learning disabilities. The validity and reliability of the scale were
assessed using both exploratory and confirmatory factor analyses,
and modifications were made to improve model fit. The final
version of the scale comprised 30 items distributed across the same
four dimensions. The results indicated that the scale possesses high
levels of validity and reliability, making it a suitable tool for
accurately assessing students’ perceptions of their reading efficacy,
including those with learning disabilities in reading.

Keywords: Screening — Elementary School — Perception of Reading
Efficacy — Learning Disabilities.
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