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Psychometric Properties of the Social Participation Scale
among Palestinian University Students

Researcher: Ehab Nizar Mohammad Thaher
Abstract:

This study aimed to standardize a Social Participation Scale and
examine its psychometric properties (content and construct validity,
reliability, and factorial structure) among Palestinian university
students. A descriptive—analytical design was used. The scale was
administered to a stratified random sample of 150 students to
ensure representation by sex, place of residence, and year of study;
the age range was 18-24 years. The instrument comprises 42 items
distributed across seven dimensions: religious participation,
national/political participation, cultural/artistic activities, sports
participation, academic participation, social relations, and
volunteer work. Evidence of internal consistency was demonstrated
by significant item—total correlations, and Cronbach’s alpha
coefficients ranged from 0.662 to 0.883. The highest reliability was
observed for volunteer work (o = 0.883), followed by sports (o =
0.790), cultural/artistic (o = 0.765), national/political (o = 0.723),
academic (a = 0.722), social relations (o = 0.689), while religious
participation recorded the lowest coefficient (a0 = 0.662).
Exploratory and confirmatory factor analyses supported construct
validity, with items loading coherently on the theoretically posited
factors, confirming an admissible seven-factor structure. For
practical classification, Likert mean cutoffs were adopted on the 1—
5 scale: low < 2.33, moderate 2.34-3.66, high > 3.67. The findings
indicate that, following standardization for the Palestinian
university context, the scale exhibits sound psychometric qualities
and can serve as a valid, reliable tool for assessing social
participation, with a recommendation to refine selected items—
particularly within the religious dimension—to further enhance
internal consistency.

Keywords: social participation, psychometric properties; validity
and reliability; Palestinian university students; factor analysis.
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